[Septic arthritis complicating neuropathic shoulder due to cervical syringomyelia].
One of the main causes of neuropathic osteoarthropathy of the shoulder is cervical syringomyelia. Chronic pain and swelling of the shoulder are the most frequent manifestations, but it occasionally can develop rapid osteoarticular destructive lesions (in less than six weeks), which raise the diagnostic possibility of septic arthritis and some tumours We present the report of two men with septic arthritis of the shoulder associated with neuropathic arthropathy secondary to syringomyelia. Both patients presented with sudden shoulder pain exacerbated by either passive or active joint movements, malaise and fever. The first patient, a 39-year-old man, suffered left shoulder arthritis due to Staphylococcus aureus. The second patient, a 59-year-old man presented with right shoulder arthritis caused by to Staphylococcus epidermidis. The last microorganism also was isolated in three blood cultures. Infection should certainly be considered as a possible complication of the natural history of the neuropathic shoulder.